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merits were made beforehand for their reception, nor
were they allowed to come in until after the work of
destruction had begun; and even then with difficulty.
Thus most of them lost everything they possessed, and
escaped barely with the clothes on their backs. Of
these, I think, two escaped, and two or three were
killed. It is certain that any one bearing the name of
Christian was hunted out, and if found, put to death.

"After the native Christians came into the fort, they
were put to a severe trial. They were allowed to re-
main only on the understanding that they should make
themselves useful as servants, gunners, &c. This was,
I suppose, right; but as many of them had never been
accustomed to service of that kind, it is no wonder if
they did not give a great deal of satisfaction. There
was a great outcry against them, and they were very
unpopular for a time. I believe, however, the fault
lay partly in their masters, who expected too much
from them. I remember that I sympathised with them
at that time very much, and thought in my own heart,
that should they turn rebels it would be no great
wonder. This state of things, however, soon passed
away; our old servants came back, and the native
Christians were not so much needed.

" As to their general conduct in the fort, it would
be very hard to speak with any degree of certainty;
and I suppose that the most correct thing I can say in
regard to it is, that it was very much what it had been
out of the fort.

" One interesting fact I must not omit.   At a village